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Former President Donald Trump pauses for cheers from the crowd before speaking as the keynote speaker at the 56th
Annual Silver Elephant Dinner hosted by the South Carolina Republican Party on August 5, 2023 in Columbia, South Carolina.

Former President Donald Trump has faced charges in four different cases that range in scope
and severity and are playing out in four different locations – New York, Miami, the District of
Columbia and Atlanta. In one of those courtrooms – New York – he’s been convicted.

Trump scored a major judicial victory when U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon dismissed the
classiUed documents case against him on July 15, ruling that the special counsel who Uled the
charges was illegally appointed by the Justice Department – a long-shot legal challenge that few
analysts expected to succeed.

In late August, Special Counsel Jack Smith appealed the judge’s ruling that dismissed the case.
Prosecutors in Smith’s oXce argued that four current statutes give the attorney general the
authority to appoint a special counsel, according to court Ulings. Trump’s lawyers will likely Ule
their own brief to the court of appeals after which oral arguments are expected to be scheduled.

Smith also Uled a revised indictment against Trump in a second case where Trump is accused of
plotting to overthrow the 2020 presidential election. The four original counts against Trump
weren’t dropped, but the new indictment is designed to better comply with the Supreme Court’s
recent ruling in favor of Trump, most notably it does not include allegations that Trump tried to
weaponize the Justice Department.

The Supreme Court earlier in July gave Trump another legal win when it ruled that he is entitled to
immunity from prosecution for oXcial acts taken during his presidency. However, it ruled he is
not entitled to immunity for unoXcial acts and returned the case to a lower court to reconsider
the charges in that light.

The ruling almost deUnitely meant Trump will not face a trial before Election Day weighing
whether he tried to subvert the outcome of the 2020 election. It also led to a delay for his
sentencing hearing over the hush money trial as Trump seeks to have that conviction overturned.
The new sentencing date is set for Sept. 18, though it remains to be seen if it will be postponed
again.

Trump, the GOP nominee in the 2024 presidential election, has faced a mix of state and federal
charges and denied wrongdoing in every case in front of him. His legal team also has
maneuvered to delay the various proceedings for as long as possible in hopes of returning the
former president to the White House, where he would likely be able to avoid or stave off potential
prison time.

As president, Trump could try to pardon himself for federal crimes or otherwise seek to dismiss
the Justice Department’s cases with “control” of the agency, his attorneys have said.

And despite his conviction in New York, he would still be able to serve as president.

In addition to the cases in which he has been indicted, prosecutors in two other ongoing criminal
cases named Trump an unindicted co-conspirator – a person who has been determined to have
been involved in the events that led to criminal charges but who has not themselves been
charged.

Here are the cases, explained:

Indictment 1: Classified Documents

The Case:
Technically the former president’s second indictment chronologically, a grand jury on June 9,
2023, accused him of illegally retaining classiUed information after he left oXce, showing some
of those documents to individuals without proper clearance and hatching a plan to hide the
materials from oXcials in deUance of a federal subpoena. Trump was arraigned on June 13 at a
federal courthouse in Miami, before new charges were unveiled in a superseding indictment in
July. The case was brought by Department of Justice special counsel Jack Smith and is overseen
by U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon.

Ongoing disputes between the parties – including over making a list of witnesses public –
delayed what was supposed to be a start date of May 20 for the trial. Cannon had given no
indication of when the proceedings would begin and was considering a series of petitions made
by Trump’s legal team for dismissal of the case. On July 15, she dismissed the case by ruling that
Smith was illegally appointed by the Justice Department. The former president’s defense team
had asserted that the special counsel’s appointment violated the Constitution’s appointments
clause because he was appointed by Attorney General Merrick Garland and not conUrmed by
Congress and that his oXce was improperly funded by the Justice Department.

Cannon also previously granted Trump’s request to postpone the deadline for an important Uling
that asks his defense team to list the classiUed documents they intend to use in the trial – a
move that had made it all but certain the trial would not start until after the 2024 presidential
election. Additionally, she granted Trump’s request for a hearing on whether prosecutors
breached attorney-client privilege when they got crucial evidence from one of his previous
lawyers.

Legal experts have observed that Cannon, who was appointed by Trump, has made a handful of
questionable rulings and decisions that favored the former president, including two that the 11th
Circuit Court of Appeals reversed. The ruling dismissing the case – an argument so novel that it
was not made in Trump’s federal case in Washington that was also brought by Smith – will all but
certainly garner an appeal. But a win in November for Trump would just as likely undercut any
appeal.

The Charges:

The indictment includes multiple counts of seven separate charges, listing 38 overlapping
criminal offenses against Trump and his longtime aide Walt Nauta – 37 of which are directed at
Trump.

The charges include willful retention of national defense information, conspiracy to obstruct
justice, withholding a document or record, corruptly concealing a document or record, concealing
a document in a federal investigation, scheme to conceal and making false statements. The
additional charges, announced July 27, 2023, included another count of retention of national
security information and two new obstruction of justice charges. The indictment also named the
property manager of Mar-a-Lago, Carlos De Oliveira, as a new defendant in the case.

Jurisdiction: U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida.

Trial Date: TBD, pending appeal

Sentence the Charges Carry: Each carries a maximum Une of $250,000, with a maximum prison
sentence of between Uve and 20 years.

Subject to Presidential Pardon: Yes.

Key Documents:
Trump’s Indictment
Superseding Indictment
Trump Requests Trial Delay
Mar-a-Lago AXdavit/Search Warrant

Indictment 2: Hush Money

The Case:
Trump’s Urst indictment on March 30, 2023, centered around his role in reimbursing his former
attorney, Michael Cohen, for paying off porn star Stormy Daniels in 2016 to keep her quiet about
what she says was an extramarital affair she had with Trump a decade earlier. Prosecutors
charged that the hush money amounted to a bid to inguence the presidential election. With the
case, Trump became the Urst former president to be charged with a crime, and he was arraigned
on April 3, 2023, in a Manhattan criminal court. The trial began on April 15, 2024. The case was
brought by Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg and overseen by acting New York Supreme
Court Justice Juan Merchan.

The Charges:
The former president was charged with 34 felony counts of falsifying business records for what
prosecutors say was the illegal concealment of payments made as part of an elaborate “catch-
and-kill” hush money scheme carried out during Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign in a bid to
inguence the election.

Jury selection for the trial began April 15, and opening statements were delivered a week later.

The prosecution spent the Urst weeks building a narrative that Donald Trump and his inner circle
went to great lengths to conceal hush money payments made to silence claims of extramarital
sexual encounters with the former president. It then turned to the paper trail, walking jurors
through bank statements, invoices, emails and handwritten notes that appeared to bolster their
case. The prosecution called 20 witnesses in the trial, including Cohen, Daniels and David Pecker,
former publisher of the National Enquirer, who testiUed he helped suppress news of a separate
Trump affair with Karen McDougal. The defense called two witnesses, and took particular aim at
Cohen’s credibility.

After closing arguments and instructions from Merchan on May 28, the jury began deliberating.

The Verdict:
On May 30, the jury emerged from deliberations and announced its verdict, Unding Trump guilty
on all 34 charges and making him the Urst former president convicted of a felony.

Jurisdiction: Supreme Court of the State of New York, County of New York

Trial Dates: April 15–May 30, 2024

Sentence the Charges Carry: Each carries a maximum prison sentence of four years. Merchan
originally set Trump’s sentencing date for July 11, 2024 but has been postponed to Sept. 18 to
weigh the potential impact of the Supreme Court decision on presidential immunity.

Subject to Presidential Pardon: No

Key Documents:
Trump’s Indictment
Statement of Facts

Indictment 3: 2020 Election 

The Case:
A federal grand jury handed up Trump’s third indictment on Aug. 1 in connection with what
prosecutors say were efforts to overturn the results of his 2020 election loss and undermine
America’s democracy. He was arraigned on Aug. 3 at a federal courthouse in Washington, D.C.

The case was brought by Justice Department special counsel Jack Smith and is overseen by U.S.
District Judge Tanya Chutkan.

Chutkan initially set a March 4 date for the trial to begin but has since delayed the trial until an
issue over whether Trump can use presidential immunity as a defense is resolved. On Feb. 6, a
panel of three judges who serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit ruled that Trump
cannot invoke presidential immunity as a defense. Trump appealed that decision to the Supreme
Court, and the justices on Feb. 28 agreed to consider it.

The justices on July 1 ruled that former presidents have absolute immunity from prosecution for
oXcial acts within their “exclusive sphere of constitutional authority.”

The Supreme Court sent the case back to Chutkan and tasked her with analyzing which charges
merit oXcial conduct for the president and would therefore be thrown out, and which would
remain in effect and continue to trial.

In an effort to comply with the Supreme Court’s ruling, Smith’s oXce Uled a revised indictment in
August that keeps the same four counts, but removes allegations that Trump pressured the
Department of Justice to do his bidding.

The Charges: 
Trump is being charged with one count of conspiracy to defraud the United States, one count of
conspiracy to obstruct an oXcial proceeding, one count of obstruction of and attempt to obstruct
an oXcial proceeding, and one count of conspiracy against rights.

Jurisdiction: U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia

Trial Date: TBD

Sentence the Charges Carry: Each carries a maximum prison sentence of between Uve and 20
years.

Subject to Presidential Pardon: Yes.

Key Documents:
Trump’s Indictment
DOJ Seeks Protective Order/Trump Team’s Response
Jan. 6 Committee Report
District Court Ruling Denying Trump Presidential Immunity
Appeals Court Ruling on Presidential Immunity

Indictment 4: Georgia RICO and Conspiracy

The Case: 
Trump’s fourth indictment came late on Aug. 14, 2023, when a grand jury accused him and more
than a dozen of his allies of orchestrating a massive criminal enterprise to overturn the results of
the 2020 presidential election in Georgia. The former president and his co-defendants were
arraigned on Sept. 6, 2023 at a courthouse in Atlanta. The case was brought by District Attorney
Fani Willis and will be overseen by Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee.

Trump attorneys Jenna Ellis, Sidney Powell and Kenneth Chesebro and Atlanta-based bail
bondsman Scott Hall have pleaded guilty in the case and were given reduced sentences in
exchange for their cooperation with prosecutors.

Willis had requested a trial date of Aug. 5, 2024, but McAfee has not yet settled on a date. The
proceedings were delayed by a dispute over whether a past romantic relationship between Willis
and the special prosecutor she hired to work on the case presented a congict of interest. McAfee
ruled on March 15 that Willis could continue to prosecute the case as long as the special
prosecutor was dismissed.

On May 8, the Georgia Court of Appeals announced that it will consider Trump’s appeal of a ruling
that allowed Willis to stay on the case – a decision that legal experts say likely mires the case in
legal limbo for months, pushing the start of the trial past the 2024 presidential election. That fate
became certain on June 5, when the Georgia Court of Appeals stayed the criminal election
interference case until the appellate panel resolved the matter of whether Willis should be
disqualiUed.

The Charges:
Of the 41 charges brought against 19 defendants in the case, Trump faced 13 charges, including
a violation of the state racketeering law, or RICO, solicitation of violation of oath by public oXcer,
conspiracy to commit impersonating a public oXcer, conspiracy to commit forgery, conspiracy to
commit false statements and writings, committing false statements and writings, conspiracy to
commit Uling false documents and Uling false documents. McAfee on March 14 dismissed six of
those charges, including three against Trump, saying that prosecutors had not provided enough
detail to support them. The charges accused defendants of soliciting public oXcers to violate
their oaths. McAfee left open the possibility that prosecutors could either reindict defendants on
the charges with more detail or that they could seek permission to appeal the ruling. Trump still
faces 10 counts.

Jurisdiction: Fulton County Superior Court of Georgia

Trial Date: TBD

Sentence the Charges Carry: Each carries a maximum prison sentence of between three and 20
years.

Subject to Presidential Pardon: No.

Key Documents:
Trump’s Indictment
Trump Request to Quash Probe
Georgia Supreme Court Dismisses Attempt

Unindicted Co-conspirator: Arizona Fake Electors Case

The Case:
An Arizona grand jury charged 18 allies of former President Donald Trump – 11 state Republicans
and seven top aides – for what prosecutors say was a scheme to subvert the 2020 election. The
names of the seven aides were redacted, but descriptions of their roles in the 58-page indictment
make it clear who is involved.

The aides include former White House chief of staff Mark Meadows, Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani
and top adviser Boris Epshteyn. Attorneys John Eastman, Jenna Ellis, Christina Bobb, and 2020
campaign operative Mike Roman are also included.

Listed as “unindicted co-conspirators” are Trump, attorney Ken Chesebro, state Sen. Kelly
Townsend, former state Rep. Mark Finchem, and former state Republican lawyer Jack Wilenchik.
An unindicted co-conspirator is a person whom prosecutors have determined was involved in the
events that led to criminal charges but who is not themselves facing charges.

The only names visible in the document are the 11 Republicans who posed as fake electors to
certify the state’s election results. Included in that list are former Arizona Republican Chairwoman
Kelli Ward, state senators Jake Hoffman and Anthony Kern, and Arizona’s RNC committeeman
Tyler Bowyer.

The charges were announced by Democratic state Attorney General Kris Mayes, making her the
Ufth prosecutor to bring criminal charges in the expansive fake elector scheme linked to Trump.
Mayes launched the investigation last year and the grand jury issued subpoenas in March of this
year to the fake electors and other Trump associates.

Mayes underscored the gravity of the case in a Uve-minute video on April 24, saying, "Whatever
their reasoning was, the plot to violate the law must be answered for, and I was elected to uphold
the law of this state.”

"The scheme, had it succeeded, would have deprived Arizona's voters of their right to have their
votes counted for their chosen president. It effectively would have made their right to vote
meaningless."

The Charges:
The grand jury issued a nine-count indictment that alleges the fake electors and Trump aides
engaged in a conspiracy with the goal of "preventing the lawful transfer of the presidency of the
United States, keeping President Donald J. Trump in oXce against the will of Arizona voters, and
depriving Arizona voters of their right to vote and have their votes counted."

Each of the 11 electors is charged with counts including conspiracy, fraudulent schemes and
artiUces, fraudulent schemes and practices, and six counts of forgery. Each of the nine counts is
a felony and carries the potential for prison time. However, Arizona state laws allow for a
reduction in sentences for those with no criminal history.

Jurisdiction: Superior Court of the State of Arizona for the county of Maricopa

Trial Date: TBD

Sentence the Charges Carry: Each count is a felony and carries a standard sentence of Uve years
in prison

Subject to Presidential Pardon: No.

Key Documents:
Indictment

Unindicted Co-conspirator: Michigan Fake Electors Case

The Case:
Former President Donald Trump, former White House chief of staff Mark Meadows and Trump
lawyer Rudy Giuliani were named as unindicted co-conspirators in Michigan Attorney General
Dana Nessel’s case against fake electors in the state.

Nessel already charged 16 Republicans last year for their roles in attempting to subvert the 2020
election by falsely certifying that Trump won the state’s election instead of President Joe Biden.

Trump’s legal connection to the case only emerged during a hearing on April 25. Howard Shock, a
special agent for Nessel’s oXce who was being cross-examined, replied “yes” when asked if
Trump, Meadows and Giuliani were “unindicted co-conspirators.”

Shock also said yes when former Trump lawyer Jenna Ellis, former Michigan Republican Party
Chairwoman Laura Cox and other Michigan Republicans, including former state House Speaker
Tom Leonard, his wife, Jenell Leonard, and GOP consultant and legal adviser to Cox Stu Sandler,
were named.

The Charges:
The Republicans already charged by Nessel’s oXce were charged with forgery and conspiracy to
commit election forgery. The forgery-related charges are each punishable with up to 14 years in
prison and the election law forgery charges are each punishable with up to Uve years in prison.

Initially, 16 people were charged but that total is now 15 after James Renner reached a
cooperation agreement with prosecutors, leading to his charges being dropped. All 15 have
pleaded not guilty.

Preliminary examinations of the six fake electors Unished Wednesday. Ingham County District
Judge Kristen Simmons will then decide whether Nessel’s oXce has presented enough evidence
to send them to a jury trial. But a decision from Simmons won’t come until after the other nine
have their examinations. Those proceedings are scheduled to end in early June, with the Urst
hearings set for May 28.

Jurisdiction: Michigan District Court

Trial Date: TBD

Sentence the Charges Carry: The forgery-related charges are each punishable with up to 14 years
in prison and the election law forgery charges are each punishable with up to Uve years in prison.

Subject to Presidential Pardon: No.

Key Documents:
Felony complaints Press release

Elliott Davis Jr. contributed to this article.

Updated on Aug. 28, 2024: This article was updated to regect recent developments.
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All of Trump’s Legal Woes, Explained
The cases against former President Donald Trump can be tough to keep straight. Here’s what you need to know about his legal
woes.
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